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I want to use this chart to talk about

the battery recycling bill, which is
going to come up today and is a very
good bill; but many of the Republicans
cannot hide, by voting for this bill
today, their previous votes on issued
that are related.

For example, most of them voted—if
I could turn this over, Mr. Speaker—
basically against protecting children
from arsenic in their drinking water.
They voted against adequate funding
for our Nation’s toxic waste cleanup
programs. They voted to stop the EPA
from protecting Americans from expo-
sure to arsenic, dioxin, lead, and other
cancer causing pollutants and to allow
corporate polluters to dump up to
70,000 chemicals into our Nation’s riv-
ers, lakes and streams and, finally, to
allow industry to pollute our drinking
water.

I want to make certain that the
American public knows what is going
on here today on the floor of this
House. I will be supporting these bills
today, the Coastal Zone Management
Act, the battery recycling bill, the na-
tional wildlife refuge bills, and I have
supported pro-environment initiatives
throughout this Congress. Unfortu-
nately, many of my friends on the
other side of the aisle cannot say the
same.

For that, we are going to give them
today the figleaf award. The figleaf
award is given to those Republicans,
the majority of them, who are essen-
tially using Earth Day antics to try to
cover up their environmental records.

Mr. Speaker, it is not fair. When I
came to Congress in 1988, I came here
because many of my constituents were
concerned about the environment and
hoped that by coming down here I
could do something to turn around the
dismal situation at the Jersey Shore
where we had medical waste and a lot
of debris washing up on our beaches
and our beaches were closed. I am very
proud to say that Democratic Con-
gresses, in cooperation with Repub-
lican and Democratic Presidents over
the last 8 years, have done a lot to
clean up our water. But this Congress
has tried to turn back the clock.

The Republican majority and its
leadership should not be allowed to
hide what they are doing behind a fig-
leaf.

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will yield, the gentleman’s fig-
leaf, if they wore that figleaf in public
they probably would be arrested for in-
decent exposure. The fact is, there is
not any figleaf that is big enough to
cover up the damage and the effort to
undo environmental public policy that
this Congress has done. In fact this
Congress has not done the big things
right. It is not doing the little things
right.

Earth Day is not just the 26th day.
Earth Day was not just yesterday. It is
every day, not just 1 week but 52 weeks
a year.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the comments of the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEANUP ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. MICA] is recognized during morn-
ing business for 5 minutes.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, today is the
day after Earth Day, and I am one of
those Members of Congress from the
Republican side who feels that every
day should be an Earth Day because
really, if you stop and think about it,
most of the rest of the world is de-
stroying our planet.

We have taken some corrective ac-
tions in this Congress and through Re-
publican efforts. The Environmental
Protection Agency was first proposed
by President Nixon in 1972. Republicans
have a long history of supporting
cleaning up the environment, not only
in this country but also in the world.
One reason I came to the floor today is
to announce that I am reintroducing
legislation that I introduced in my
first term. I have only been here 38
months, but this was probably the first
place of legislation I introduced as a
new Member. It deals with cleaning up
our global environment.

As a former businessman, I had a
chance in the international trade field
to travel the world and see the mass
destruction of our planet by so many
nations. What disturbed me in travel-
ing around the world and looking at
what is going on was that in fact the
U.S. policy, the U.S. financial backing
was supporting some of these efforts at
destruction of our planet.

So one of the first bills I introduced
was called the Global Environmental
Cleanup Act. I introduced it; it never
got a hearing with the old majority.
Really never got a fair airing. I felt
that it was important that the United
States, through legislation and
through a directive from Congress,
state as a firm policy that countries
who receive any type of financial as-
sistance should in fact be obligated to
clean up the environment.

That is exactly what this bill will do.
And I invite my colleagues to join me
in being cosponsors of the legislation
this week when it is introduced. Basi-
cally what it says is if you receive U.S.
financial assistance, financial aid, that
a certain percent of that financial aid,
and whether it is to build a dam or
whether it is to create an industry or
some activity in a foreign nation, that
in fact that portion of those funds from
the United States and the taxpayer
goes to clean up the environment in
these countries. It is a reasonable ap-
proach and a reasoned approach.

The other thing that I noticed is that
because of the way other countries,
third world countries and other com-
peting countries compete with the
United States in manufacturing and
other activities, often using lower envi-
ronmental standards. They bring prod-
ucts into the United States at a lower
cost, with less environmental protec-
tion, less attention to environmental

cleanup and protection and they com-
pete with our businessmen and women
on an unfair basis. So this is a little bit
of an equalizer.

This bill is also interesting because it
also impacts every agency of the
United States that deals in financial
support or assistance or backing. The
United States actually supports the fi-
nances of almost all third world na-
tions. If we pulled out our financial
backing through the United Nations,
through the World Bank, through the
various development banks and re-
gional banks, many of these countries
could collapse.

What this bill says, in its second
part, is in fact that cleaning up the en-
vironment and environmental policy
will be part of our policy and our finan-
cial backing. We will direct our rep-
resentatives to these organizations to
express not only by their voice but also
by their vote support for environ-
mental cleanup so our taxpayer dollars
will help clean up and establish a pol-
icy for cleaning up these third world
nations that abuse the world environ-
ment.

Let me provide examples. In Egypt,
the second largest recipient of United
States foreign assistance and we see
pollution that would startle any envi-
ronmentalist, and certainly should be a
concern to every American. If you look
in the Western Hemisphere in Mexico,
a major trade recipient, a recipient of
the largess of the United States, envi-
ronmental pollution is a disaster. This
bill and my colleagues’ action in co-
sponsoring will help clean up that
mess.
f

VARIOUS REFUGE BILLS ON
SUSPENSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from New York
[Mr. HINCHEY] is recognized during
morning business for 4 minutes.

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I am
from the State of New York where we
have a long history of protecting the
environment on a bipartisan basis. As a
matter of fact, New York was the State
that gave to the Nation Theodore Roo-
sevelt, who more than any other person
was responsible for the establishment
of our system of national parks. It is
also the State where Nelson Rocke-
feller was the Governor, a great Repub-
lican Governor, one who led the fight
in the early 1960’s for environmental
protection and particularly in cleaning
up our waterways with the New York
Clean Water Act.

Unfortunately in this Congress the
sense of bipartisan responsibility and
protection for the environment has
just flown out the window. It is com-
pletely absent. However, later on this
afternoon, we will see part of what can
only be described as a great American
confidence game, a con game.

In a con game what happens is this,
the confidence man or person tries to
gain your confidence so that he can put
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